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“EDUCATION
IS THE MOST
POWERFUL
WEAPON
WHICH YOU
CAN USE TO
CHANGE THE
WORLD.”

NELSON MANDELA



The aim of this session is to discuss ...

« Why changes are happening in Junior Cycle

e The Junior Cycle Programme - aims, specifications
and assessment & reporting

e How you can support your child’s learning in
the new Junior Cycle.




But do we really need to change?
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What is the purpose of education in Junior
Cycle?

e Help students become better learners and
develop a love of learning

e Provide a solid foundation for further
study

» To develop skills for learning and life

» To support learning through improved
reporting to both students and parents




Structure Of Junior Cycle

» 8 Principles

WORKING

» 24 Statements of Learning| %
» 8 Key Skills &

MANAGING
INFORMATION
& THINKING

BEING
NUMERATE




24 Statements of Learning

Statements of Learming - English

7. Uses technology & digital media
tools to learn, communicate, work
& think collaboratively & creatively
in a responsible & athical manner.

4, Appreciate & respect
diverse values, baliofs &
traditions & how these
contribute to our
communities / culture




Your child in First Year

English _ English
Short Courses English Science

.Smence : Business Studies
Business Studies Irich

Short Courses
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Design
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Junior Cycle Programme

» Students will study 10 specifications as part of their Junior
Cycle programme.

» English, Irish and Maths are mandatory.
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Assessment & Reporting

[ The purpose of assessmep
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What are Classroom Based
Assessments?

» There are two classroom based assessments for each specification.

» One takes place towards the end of 2" year and the other before
Christmas in 3 year.

» They are assessed by teachers.
» Students are awarded descriptors rather than grades.
Exceptional
Above Expectations
In Line with Expectations
Yet to meet Expectations




Ensuring Quality

. Schools will organise “Subject Learning and Assessment
Review” (SLAR) meetings

« Teachers will compare their assessment of students’ work
and ensure a common approach across the school

» Teachers and schools will be supported by a team of
assessment associates working with Junior Cycle for Teachers

» CPD will be provided for teachers to ensure that the
Classroom-Based Assessments align to a national standard




Assessment Task

Following the second Classroom Based Assessment there will
be a formal written Assessment Task worth 10% of overall
grade in December of 3rd Year

» Manageable and short

» Undertaken in class and supervised by the teacher

» Not marked or commented upon by the teacher

» Submitted to the SEC and marked along with the terminal
exam in each specification







