
WHAT IS LCA?

It is a 2 year self-contained Leaving Certificate 
programme that aims to prepare students for 
adult and working life, and further education. 

It encourages achievement through:

Practical subjects

Continuous assessment

Modular based learning



WHO IS SUITED TO LCA?

✓ Students who learn better 
using a practical, hands-on 
approach

✓Students who feel that the 
traditional leaving certificate 
does not cater for them
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SEC 
CALENDAR OF EVENTS

YEAR ONE YEAR TWO

Session 1 Session 2 Session 3 Session 4

Sept – Jan Feb - June Sept - Jan Feb - June
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EACH SESSION…

1. In each session, students pick up marks 
towards their Leaving Certificate called 
‘Credits’

2. There is a maximum of 200 credits to be 
achieved over the 2 years 

3. These credits have to be earned through 

✓ Completed key assignments 

✓ 90% attendance in each subject 

✓ Tasks /projects completed and examined

✓ State Exams 
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LCA Modes of Assessment

Satisfactory completion of modules + 90% attendance
•Evidence of completion of 4 key assignments for each module 

•One credit per course module in which there is a final exam

•Two credits per course module in which there is NO final exam 

62  

credits 

31%

7 Student tasks @ 10 credits each 70  

credits 

35%

Final examinations 68  

credits 

34%

Total 200 

credits

100

%

Vocational Preparation Vocational Education (x2) General Education

Contemporary Issue Personal Reflection Practical Achievement

English & 

Communication

Vocational 

Specialisms (x2)

Languages 

(x2)

Social 

Education

Mathematical

Applications

12 credits 12 credits each 6 credits each 10 credits 10 credits



SUBJECTS 

➢English & Communications 

➢Maths Applications 

➢Irish (5th Year only)

➢Spanish (6th Year only)

➢Social Education 

➢*I.T. 

➢Vocational Preparation 
and Guidance

➢Hotel, Catering and Tourism

➢Graphics and Construction 
Studies

➢Childcare/Community Care

➢Engineering

➢Horticulture

➢Hair and Beauty

➢Leisure and Recreation 
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SKILLS FOR LIFE!

Personal Safety Ireland

First Aid

Touch Typing

IT skills

Work Experience

Vocational Skills via career related 
courses

Michael Sweetman Trust Trip to 
Brussels

Godolphin Programme

Interview Skills

Gaisce

Team building excursions

Local Enterprise trips
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WORK EXPERIENCE 

❑Students are on work 
experience one day per week 
over the two years.

❑Students receive credits for 
completing work experience and 
it is a compulsory aspect of the 
LCA programme 
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